
 6th Grade  List 
 
Choose one of the following books. While reading make 
annotations (notes) on the plot elements (main character, 
minor character, setting, problem, important  events, etc.) of 
each chapter and summarize the chapter.  You will be able 
to use your notes on a multiple choice test on the book when 
you return to school in August.  
 

     
 
 
Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Lexile 950 
 
During the Great Depression, a young orphan runs away from his foster family 

with a friend, crosses the country, and discovers that his favorite musician is 
actually his grandfather.  

 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 
Lexile: 810 
 
Charlie leads a life of poverty but finds a golden ticket that allows him to enter 

Willy Wonka’s magical chocolate factory.  His innocence and honesty reward 
him.  

 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
Lexile: 1020 
 
Thirteen year old Brian is flying on a bush plane when the pilot suddenly has a 

heart attack and dies. Brian manages to keep the plane level until it crashes 
into a lake. Brian survives the crash, but that is just the beginning. 



 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
Lexile: 660 
 
Stanley Yelnats, a boy who has bad luck due to a curse placed on his great- 

great-grandfather, is sent to Camp Green Lake, a juvenile detention camp, for 
a crime he did not commit. Stanley and the other boys at the camp are forced 
to dig large holes in the dirt every day. 

 

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 
Lexile: 760 
 
The setting takes place in Florida, where new arrival Roy makes two oddball 

friends and a bad enemy, and joins an effort to stop construction of a 
pancake house which would destroy a colony of burrowing owls who live on 
the site. 

 
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Lexile 970 
 
A selfish and spoiled girl moves to England and discovers that she has a young 

cousin who uses a wheelchair, whom she recently nurses back to health in a 
mysterious garden.  

 
The Young Landlords by Walter Dean Myers 
Lexile: 820 
 
After a developer tricks them into buying his dilapidated building, a group of kids 

try to clean up their neighborhood, and learn just what it takes to run a 
building. 

 
Watership Down by Richard Adams 
Lexile: 880 
 
A clairvoyant rabbit named Fiver convinces a small group of friends to leave their 

warren in search of a new home where they will be safe. (Unit 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


